PREFACE

A FEW years since, the widow of Lyman Trumbull
requested me to write a biography of her husband, who
was United States Senator from Illinois during the three
senatorial terms 1855-1873, or to recommend some suit-
able person for the task. It had been a cause of surprise
and regret to me that the name of Trumbull had not yet
found a place in the swelling flood of biographical litera-
ture that embraces the Civil War period. Everybody,
North or South, who stood on the same elevation with
him, everybody who exercised influence and filled the
public eye in equal measure with him, had found his niche
in the libraries of the nation, and such place in the hearts
of the people as his merits warranted. Trumbull alone
had been neglected. I reflected upon the matter and
came to the conclusion that, although better writers than
myself could be found for this kind of work, no one was
likely to be found who had been more intimate with him
during his whole senatorial career, or who had warmer
sympathy for his aims or higher admiration for his abili-
ties and character. I reflected also that very soon there
would be no person living possessing these special qualifi-
cations. Accordingly I decided to undertake the work.

Mrs. Trumbull placed in my hands several thousand
letters received by Trumbull, and a few written by him,
during his public career. All these have been examined by
me, and they are now in the Library of Congress. He was
not in the habit of keeping copies of letters written by
himself unless he deemed them important, and such copies
were generally written out by his own hand, not taken in
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